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Promoting Cypriot understanding in Wolfeboro BY THOMAS BEELER, Editor
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ELISSA PAQUETTE ■
THALIA AND IDIL visited the Granite State News office last Friday, July

17, as part of their week in Wolfeboro with Jo-Ann and Warren Muir.

Pictured are (l-r) Granite State News Editor Tom Beeler, Thalia, Idil and

Warren Muir.

WOLFEBORO — Each

summer from 1993 to 2007 the

Muir family in Wolfeboro

hosted different pairs of

Protestant and Catholic

teens from Northern Ireland

as part of the Children’s

Friendship Project for

Northern Ireland, an all-volunteer

program that brought

together future leaders of

the two communities in that

divided land to live with an

American family for a

month.

Because of the progress in

Northern Ireland that program

ended in 2007.

Now the Muirs have become

involved in a new program

that takes essentially

the same approach to teens

in the divided island of

Cyprus. Warren Muir is

chair of HasNa, Inc., a nonprofit

organization that promotes

peace in divided communities

elsewhere in the

world. In January HasNa

launched the Cyprus Friendship

Program and this July a

pilot program brought 10

pairs of Cypriot teens to the

U.S. Working in Cyprus

schools, the program recruited

Turkish Cypriot students

from the island’s

northern half and Greek

Cypriot students from the

south. An initial group of 80

students went through interviews

and 30 were selected

for pairing. Teens from each

part of the island selected

one for the other part. In the

end, 10 self-selected pairs

were brought to the U.S.

For the most part the

teens are staying in Washington,

D.C. and environs

and taking workshops on

useful skills like conflict resolution.

One pair of lucky

teens, however, took last

week off and came to stay

with Warren and Jo-Ann

Muir in Wolfeboro. The two

16-year-old girls were Thalia

(a Greek Cypriot) and Idil (a

Turkish Cypriot). The girls

enjoyed canoeing on the lake

and touring the Wolfeboro

area, a tour that included a

visit to the Granite State

News last Friday, July 17.

Warren Muir feels the pilot

program is going well and

hopes that next year it can be

spread across the U.S. and include

more families in New

Hampshire. Anyone interested

in the program can

contact him in Washington

at (202) 334-2500.

